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through the Phoenicians, had come within the range of their
experience; for, before the visit of the Phocacans to Tartessus
Colaeus, a shipmaster of Samos, had already penetrated thither__
through stress of weather, no doubt, and against his will, but with
the result that he brought back thence a cargo of untold value.
We are also led to believe that the interior of Asia was not wholly
unknown at this time; thus we find Antimenidas, the brother of
the poet Alcaeus, serving in the army of the king of Babylon.
But, for all that, geographical knowledge was as yet confined
almost entirely to the neighbourhood of the inland seas. No
Greek mariner had embarked either on the waters of the Atlantic
or on those of the Erythraean sea, and the remoter portions of
the continents were quite unexplored.